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CRYPTIK
Los Angeles, California

Frequent bicyclists get a view of this artwork on the Pinellas Trail, 
where careful calligraphy weaves gold and silver Sanskrit letters 
into a striking geometric prayer. Based in Los Angeles, Cryptik 
hypnotically blends Eastern philosophical mantras with intricate 
letter bombing, merging the ancient and sacred in a modern quest 
for awareness. His artistic practice is all about asking questions. 
Cryptik’s art spreads across mammoth walls and canvases in stylized 
depictions of spiritual universality, advancing his goal of “helping 
humanity evolve towards greater awareness and understanding 
through public art.” 
cryptik.com
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“My public art becomes a canvas for hope and 
inspiration, illustrating that love and creativity 
can triumph over challenges, ultimately shaping 
a brighter and more inclusive future for all.” 
        YA LA’FORD

YA LA’FORD
St. Petersburg, Florida

Bold lines bloom into mesmerizing patterns wherever 
artist Ya La’ford leaves her mark. With dynamic 

geometry, she creates spaces that reflect the rhythms 
of the natural world. “My influences are rooted in a deep 
appreciation for the human experience, a love of nature 
and a commitment to fostering positive change through 
art,” she said via email. “At the core of my work is the belief 
that love shines brightly, even in the face of adversity.” 

The artist’s goal is to leave a lasting impact on 
communities through her large-scale murals, mixed-media 
art and collaborative installations. “I want to highlight that 
the narratives we share today are not just reflections of our 
present; they are gifts to future generations — stories that 
encapsulate our innovations, struggles and triumphs,” she 
said. “Through my installations, I strive to tell stories that 
celebrate the richness of human experience.”

Born in Bronx, New York, La’ford is now based in the 
Tampa Bay area. As an artist and educator, she explores 
themes of resilience and harmony. She received a master’s 
degree from the Art Institute of Boston, and holds a Juris 
Doctor degree from the University of Florida. “My artistic 

practice is deeply influenced by the interplay between 
people, nature and humanitarian themes,” La’ford said. 
“I draw inspiration from the diverse stories and experiences 
of individuals within communities, recognizing the power 
of human connection and the shared narratives that bind 
us together.” 

Using a range of traditional and contemporary techniques, 
La’ford renders her signature forms in strong, contrasting 
color tones, charting a visual language of symbols. Her 
immersive experiences invite participation and reflection

A repeat contributor to SHINE, La’ford described her 
experience working with the festival as “profoundly 
enriching and transformative.” “One of the most impactful 
projects I undertook involved large, diverse canvases that 
were designed collaboratively with community members,” 
she said. “These canvases not only served as a platform 
for artistic expression but also as a canvas for storytelling, 
where individuals shared their experiences, dreams and 
aspirations.”
 
Through public works, La’ford encourages viewers to 
engage with their surroundings and each other, igniting 
conversations that can bridge gaps and foster empathy. 
yalaford.com

THE POWER OF 
HUMAN CONNECTION 

Dancer, Kyra Kolpek
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“SHINE adds so much to the art 
experience of the region. You don’t 
have to go to a museum. You can 
see art all around, just by walking 
or driving down a street.”                    
            MADC

MADC
Dresden, Germany

Brimming layers of transparent color, the abstract paintings of MadC reveal    
a spontaneous calligraphy that surpasses language. During SHINE, the artist 

was influenced by Florida’s environment to select a palette of sunny yellows, 
vibrant pink, orange tones, and watery blues. Her mural complements Ben 
Johnston’s bold typographic piece on the same building. 

“Light and color is key to my work, something you can see every day changing 
in nature,” MadC said. “On many levels, nature is my inspiration.” 
 
Born Claudia Walde in Germany in the 1980s, MadC started off as a teenager 
with a spray can, nicknamed “The Mad One” for her enthusiastic approach. 
Today, she is a renowned urban contemporary artist who holds design degrees 
from two universities and has published three books about street art. Her large-
scale work has an immediacy born of gestural compositions, with stylistic roots 
in graffiti writing. “Public art is for everyone,” she said. “It gives access to art for 
people who wouldn’t necessarily go to a museum or art gallery, and it adds to 
the quality of living, when color comes into play.”
 
After a career spanning nearly three decades, MadC said she’s still enthralled 
by the scale and effort of creating murals — although she’s working with less 
aerosol paint, due to its environmental impact.

“You can plan a mural as well as you like, but due to the size and architectural 
circumstances, as well as needing machineries for access, there is always 
something you can’t prepare for, that you have to adapt to,” she said. “I like 
challenges, and every wall is one.”
madc.tv

At left, MadC and her assistant, Hans “Haks 180” Schmitter, in front of her SHINE mural.

WHEN COLOR 
COMES INTO PLAY
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VARIETY SHOP
Formerly J&S Signs 
Richmond, Virginia 

Known for their positive messages and retro 
style, Josh Stover and Jeffrey Sincich drew 
inspiration from vintage advertising for this 
homage to the Sunshine City. The mural depicts 
a playful scene anchored by three St. Pete 
buildings, including the city’s landmark open-
air post office. The words “Point of pines” 
references the Spanish phrase “punta pinal,” 
from which the name of Pinellas County is 
derived. Stover and Sincich founded J&S Signs 
in 2014 in Florida, and relocated to Portland, 
Oregon, the following year. In 2021, they 
became Variety Shop, and Sincich moved to San 
Francisco to continue working as an artist. Since 
then, Variety Shop has been run by Stover and 
Rachael Perisho, who operate the business in 
Richmond, Virginia.
varietyshopstudio.com 
jeffreysincich.com 
joshstover.com 

SARAH PAGE
St. Petersburg, Florida 

Artist Sarah Page explains that the astronaut in this mural 
is reaching into the future, toward new beginnings. The 
work is inspired in part by the first woman to fly in space, 
Russian cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova. It’s a fitting story 
for Page, who describes herself as an “adventure artist” 
and left a comfortable full-time job to pursue her own 
art business. “Now, through my work, I’m able to connect 
with people all over the world, create from my heart and 
promote the cause I care most about: protecting people 
by protecting the planet,” she said. 
sarahpageart.com

Dive into the vibrant heart of St. Petersburg, 
Florida, with this stunning coffee table book 
commemorating 10 years of the world-
renowned SHINE Mural Festival. Spanning 
more than 250 pages of vivid photography, 
artist biographies, behind-the-scenes stories, 
and heartfelt quotes from muralists and 
community leaders, this collector’s edition 
is a love letter to the power of public art. 

WHAT’S INSIDE
n  Over 150 Murals: Full-color spreads 
capturing the bold, diverse, and unforgettable 
murals that have transformed St. Pete into 
a global arts destination.
n  Artist Spotlights: Exclusive features on local 
legends and international visionaries who 
brought their creative magic to our city’s walls.
n  Behind-the-Scenes Stories: Candid insights 
into how murals are made, the challenges 
faced, and the community that fuels SHINE.
n  A Global Movement, Rooted in St. Pete: 
Explore the history of how SHINE grew 
from a local passion project into a cultural 
phenomenon recognized around the world.

WHY YOU’LL LOVE IT
n A perfect gift for art lovers, clients, locals, 
and visitors alike.
n High-quality print and binding designed 
to last for generations.
n Limited edition – once it’s gone, it’s gone.
n Support the arts and artists – proceeds 
go toward future SHINE Mural Festivals and 
St. Petersburg Arts Alliance initiatives.

10th ANNIVERSARY BOOK
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HOW TO PRE-ORDER
 

Own a Piece of Public Art History
Whether you’ve followed SHINE from day 

one or are just discovering its magic, this 

anniversary book published by the St. 

Petersburg Arts Alliance is your invitation 

to experience a decade of street art that 

speaks volumes — about community, 

creativity, and the soul of St. Pete.

Pre-order now: Quantities are limited! 

Secure your bulk pre-order to receive the 

Special Pre-order Discounted Pricing.

Bulk Orders: Perfect for local businesses 

and organizations, Realtors, Museum Stores, 

Arts organizations and more!

St. Petersburg Arts Alliance
100 2nd Ave N #300
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 754-6404
stpeteartsalliance.org

QUANTITY	   DISCOUNT    PRICE	
1-24		    0%		      $75.00	
25-104	   10%		     $67.50	
105-200	   20%		     $60.00	
200+		   30%		     $52.50	

SPAA CONTACT: 


